
 
 

4th Sunday of Advent:  
Entering the Unknown is Good, Sometimes 

 
22 December, 2019 

 

* indicates a request that, as we are able, we stand 
bold indicates congregational spoken participation 

bold italics indicates congregational sung participation 
 
Daisy’s Prayer Bowl, a crystal bowl on the chancel table is for 

your personal and private joys and concerns. Feel free to write 
a prayer.  

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOMING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WHO’S WHO IN THE PEW  
  
PROCESSIONAL 
SAUC CHIMERS 

the symbols of God’s inclusive love are brought forward 

 
REMEMBERING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS, SILENT PRAYER 
 



THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

One: Advent is a time to bind up the broken hearted. 
All: Come, Lord, and make all things anew. 
One: For past wrongs that prevent us from moving 
forward: 
All: Come, Lord, and make all things anew. 
One: For any bitterness that scratches our soul: 
All: Come, Lord, and make all things anew. 
One: For relationships left in decay and neglect: 
All: Come, Lord, and make all things anew. 
One: For any action that has wounded us or by which 
we have wounded others: 
All: Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as 
we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and the grace 
of Christ as we speak. 

 
Candle Lighting 
 

One: This morning we light four candles. The first 
candle is the light of hope for those in times of waiting. 
The second candle is the light of hope for those who are 
wearied by the circumstances of life. The third candle is 
the light of hope for those eagerly watching for God’s 
promised glory. The fourth candle is the light of hope for 
those who carry the wounds of life. Today we 
acknowledge our pain and the pain we have caused 
others. As the light shines, we turn to the Saviour who 
came to rescue the lost, to help the hurting, and to bind 
up the broken. 

 
* “Hope is a Star”                                                   VU 7      
 
PRAYING TOGETHER  

 
All: As your Holy Spirit spoke to Mary, the mother 
of our Lord, speak to us now through your Word 



 

 

that by hearing we too may receive faith and be 
strengthened to do your will. Amen. 

 
PREPARING TO LISTEN  MORE Voices 97 
 
A READING OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 7: 10-16 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of 
the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, 
that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman  is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and honey by the time 
he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil 
and choose the good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted. 

 
A READING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 1:18-

25 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this 
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are 
to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 



their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  “Look, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with 
us.”  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had 
borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 
One: Listen for God’s good news.  
All: Alleluia! 

 
LEARNING & PRAYING TOGETHER 
 
SINGING OUR CHILDREN/YOUTH TO THEIR LEARNING CENTRE 
“WALK WITH ME”  UV 649 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE  
 As they offered gifts most rare at that manger crude and 

bare, so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin's 
alloy, all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, 
our heavenly King.   (VU 81, v.3) 

 
DEDICATING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 

One: As we offer these gifts, O God, 
All: May we follow the Way of Jesus with courage 

and faith. Amen. 
  
REFLECTING TOGETHER 
    
*“Hark the Glad Sound”                                      VU 29 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 

One: As we come to the festival of Jesus’ birth,  
let us pray that we hear God’s word clearly  



 

 

and receive the faith God gives, saying:  
O God, who is with us, hear our prayer. 

Holy One, who astonishes us with surprising gifts,  
we pray for your church and for people of faith 
in every language and belief, that your wisdom will 
show us our common life, and that all people may 
rejoice in what you create. O God, who is with us,  
All: hear our prayer. 

 
One: Giver of the stars and planets, creator of rivers 
and oceans, and creatures large and small, we pray for 
wisdom as we live on and with your earth.  
Evoke in us awe for your goodness in these familiar 
surroundings: our hills and valleys, forests and deserts,  
that the powers you have placed here to move through 
soil and air will remind us always of your bounty and 
your love. O God, who is with us,  
All: hear our prayer. 

One: Power above all powers, we pray for the leaders 
of governments in every nation, that they may have 
wisdom to choose what serves the common good.  
O God, who is with us,  
All: hear our prayer. 

One: Lover of all creation, we pray for all those we too 
easily forget: those of your children who are poor, or 
homeless, or in prison; those who are sick, or lonely, or 
frightened; all who hunger for faith and hope.  
Care for them, that they may be strengthened by joy in 
your healing. O God, who is with us, 
All:  hear our prayer.  

Holy One, in whose community we thrive, 
we pray for those with whom we share our daily lives:  
our families, friends, and neighbors,  



those with whom we work and play,  
those whose names we do not know who provide for 
us, that we may all be renewed in courage and nurtured 
in hope. O God, who is with us, hear our prayer.  
 
One: that we who live in this world by faith  
may see that faith confirmed in the world to come;  
through the risen One who lives and reigns with you  
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
All: Amen. 

 
THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT & LIVED 
 
“The Lord’s Prayer”  Voices United 959 
 
* “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”                        VU 44   
the symbols of God’s inclusive love lead us out into God’s world 

 
BLESSING 

 

One: Bless the Lord with all your soul, and may the 
blessing of God be with you. 

 

* “Asithi Amen” Voices United 431 
 
* SHARING THE PEACE OF JESUS 

One: May the peace of Jesus be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

This Week’s WORSHIP SOURCES:  
Our worship each week is adapted from a wide variety of sources, including: Voices 
United; More Voices; Celebrate God’s Presence: A Book of Services for The 
United Church of Canada (2000: The United Church of Canada); Feasting on the 
Word, Year A – Volume 1 edited by D.L. Bartlett and B.B. Taylor (Westminster John 
Knox Press, 2009);  

 



 

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 22 DEC 2019 
Healing and Teaching 

Rhonda Johns, Program Coordinator of Nations Uniting on the 
Six Nations of the Grand River First Nation in Ohsweken, 
Ontario, engages with a lot of seniors, many of whom are 
residential school survivors, and with youth who don’t know 
who they are and where they belong. Observing this 
intergenerational dynamic, she realized that many on the 
reserve needed to experience healing. She asked herself what 
she could do. 

The answer came to her in the form of the Reclaiming Our Path 
program. It helps youth and young adults understand who they 
are and how behaviours learned from the families raising them, 
peers, and the community, impact who they are. Using an 
Indigenous framework and traditional teachings, individuals and 
families now have an opportunity to reframe who they are and 
begin to walk a new path toward a future of hope. Reclaiming 
Our Path is a way to create healthy future leaders. 

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of your life, 
thank you so much! If you have not given, please join me in 
making Mission & Service giving a regular part of your life of 
faith. Loving our neighbour is at the heart of our Mission & 
Service. 

 

Last week’s sermon summary  
Mary’s Song (Magnificat): Another World is Possible 
 
 This week Time magazine selected the climate change 
activist Greta Thunberg as Person of the Year. I am excited for 
her. Even though they face many obstacles, they are motivated 
by the love of the earth, its people, and cultures. This is an idea 
that fits the Christian explanation of why our Creator put us 
here. Empowered by God’s grace, we learn to live joyous lives 

https://www.united-church.ca/donate


when times are tough, to live harmoniously when there are 
conflicts, and to establish systems there are fair to all.   
 Today, we focus on Mary’s song after angels notified her 
that she will be the mother of Jesus. This is a special song. 
This song is more than Mary herself, her womanhood, her lowly 
social class, this song is not just about her. Mary speaks not 
only of her own experience but as a representative of God’s 
new kin-dom of hope. What God does for Mary, God will do for 
all who like Mary, the disfranchised, oppressed, the 
discriminated, forgotten people. Hear this Mary’s song again: 
God scattered the proud, brought down rulers from their 
thrones, filled the hungry with good things, lift up the humble, 
and sent the rich away. O God, do these quick, do these now! It 
makes no mistake that Magnificat is revolutionary; and for 
many years, some countries forbade this text to be read. Those 
political leaders understood what this song meant. It seems 
many modern-day, middle-class Christian don’t. This is the 
great reversal! God turns us upside down. God has a 
movement and God invites us to participate. Mary’s song 
captures what faith in God means, a faith that goes beyond 
personal dimensions but enters the political and social realm. 
For many Christians who want to limit the Christian hope as 
only about eternal life in heaven, or restrict God’s concern as 
only religious, we need to read this text over and over again.  
Liberation, social justice, fairness, equality, these aren’t liberal 
ideas; these are biblical visions repeated numerously in the 
Bible.  
 Mary’s Song has a lot to do with facing an unknown future. 
She knows God has never forgotten her. Mary has a faith that 
doesn’t depends on how others see her, but only how God 
sees her.  We try very hard to eliminate the unknown. Yet, 
Mary’s song does not eliminate the unknown. She learns that 
living with unknown isn’t the greatest threat. Life without God, 
without mission, without justice and hope are. This song is 
about God’s unfailing love to all who must face life with the 
unknown. 

This song gives us a taste of what God cares about during 
this time of the year: the transformation of the world, rebirth of 
hope, justice and peace. 


